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FARM LABOR FORCE-.-FARM WAGE RATES .c 
?ARwLABoRmRcEt IllfnOfm. by uuarterm, 1981-90 
Year I January : AD&l I July : October : Annual avoraqe 
.I % +.r.-. Thousands 
es:': __ .,".f ;**" ‘P I ,z /" I" 
p;.;: 1 ‘~.‘y.~.:, z;-?~ : .I. 7-Y ,I -., :I, 'SELF CRPLDISD ARD DRPAID WDRRSRS 
~..e"+.p.r, :;* $.“.. i, F -. .. _- ^ ._ ._ . 
1981 - 2' , 96 i.. A-. 109 
1982 
/ 
g 93 
1983 -' - ;. - . I>_ 2/ a7 
1984 >.- .-- " +. 2/ 95 114 ' 105 
19851/ ..,- a ’ 
1986 11 2.. ..,. 
1981 p/,: .-T 
1988 z/ 
1909 3/ 
1990 
198 c -.I ,- 232 . . 
': 
: 235 222 ., 
201 216 245 . 221 _I 
185 232 221 213 / 
215 209 239 221 
193 287 265 
219 
230 
190 
_ - . - 
1961. 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 p/ 
1986 2/ 
1987 z/ 
1988 z/:c 
1989 3/ 
1990 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 z/ 
1986 $ 
1967 p/ 
1988 z/ 
1989 2/ 
1990 
., 
-z‘. . 
176 
188 
.-” _. 
25 
.  
51 
34 
121 
227 
222 
31 
47 
78 
66 
77 
56 
56 
HIREDWORRERS " 
3 L/ 
38 
33 
45 
105 
95 
106 
64 - 
72 
67 
%'O'IALFARRWDRlCERS 
140 u 
131 
120 
140 141 141 
245 337 313 298 
279 311 337 309 
251 338 297 295 
292 273 294 286 
249 359 322 289 
275 331 
27 
78 
92 
76 
55 
57 
36 
77 
88 
82 
65 
59 
A/ Quarterly murvep discontinued. 
only. 
2/ Includes self-employed and other unpaid. 
Illinois figurea.ccmbined with Indiana and Ohio. 
z/ Estimatea published by region 
WAGJI RATES 2'DR HIRSD WK6UERSr Illinois. by ouarters, Aurfl 1986 - Julv 1990 
Year I Waqe rate8 * 
and 
Waae rates - twe of worker 
I All hired * Rethod of * 
month 
Field t 
t farm worker6 t 
Livestock 
WY hourly t workers z workers * Supervisors 'Other L/ I I 
Dollars 1986 z/ -* 
April 4.76 4.66 4.45 July 4.63 4.61 6.48 4.70 4.45 4.22 October 4.25 4.75 7.23 4.76 4.58 4.61 4.10 9.90 4.51 
1987 J/ 
April 5.00 5.07 5.04 July 4.17 8.59 5.02 5.62 4.75 _ 4.17 October 
4.68 7.46 4.70 4.56 4.38 
21 
4.54 7.96 21 
1988 z/ 
April 5.39 5.31 - 5.01 July 4.67 7.58 4.82 5.65 4.70 4.63. October 
4.73 6.03 4.96 4.82 4.74 
21 
4.82 6.60 4.64 
1989 3/ 
January 5.43 4.90 5.12 April 4.79 8.49 5.40 5.38 5.03 5.05 July. 
5.06 7.99 21 4.84 4.58 4.53 October 
5.17 6.80 5.06 5.15 4.93 
21 
4.81 6.31 ., 11 
1990 z/ 
_ January 5.64 5.34 5.45 April ' 4.86 1.86 5.56 6.54 4.86 4.65 
July -."I 5.49 .-" 5.21 9.12 '. - 6.91 5.28 5.18 
4.93 7.19 6.10 
A/ Other includes tractor audmachine operatore through 1986. 
published by region only. 
2/ Imufficient data forthia category. z/ Estimatea 
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FARM COSTS AND RETURNS ’ 
Farm production expenditure8 totaled 825.2 billion in 1989 for the Corn *Belt Region, which include8 Illinoim, 
Indiana, Iowa, Mimmouri, and Ohio. !Chim wan one percent above the 1988 total of 824.9 billion. The Corn Belt 
Region led the Nation in expenditures again thim year accounting for wet 20 percent of the U.S. total of $124.1 
billion. The farm production expenditure data and the farm finance data mhown on the next page, are the remultm 
of sample murveym of over 24,000 U.S. farmm and ranchem contacted in February and Rarch of 1990. Individualm 
murveyed were chomen from a limt of fmrm operators mupplemented with producer8 living inmfde randaaly melected 
geographical aream to enmure reprementation of all farms with agricultural male8 of at learnt $1,000 in value. 
Farm mervicem including rent was the major expense for fanner8 in the Corn Belt in 1989 accounting for nearly 28 
percent of the total expenditures. Farm mervicem plum 5 other major group8 including feed, farm machinery, 
fertilizer, livemtock 6 poultry, and interemt accounted for 74 percent of the 1989 Corn Belt expenditurem. ?arms 
reporting malem of $100,000 and over accounted for 70 percent of the Corn Belt Region.8 expenditures. ram18 with 
malem of $40,000-$100,000 repremented 17 percent of the total while the remaining 13 percent was accounted for by 
farmm with under 840,000 in malea. 
PRODUCTIOR EXPENDITURES--CORN BELT RZGION 
* TVIALEEPENDITURE I 1989 8 I 1989 8 
* 1988 8 1989 I of 1988 I of total 
Uillion dollars 
TOTAL FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES 24,946 25,186 101.0 100.0 
Livestock L Poultry 2,463 1,986 80.6 7.9 
Feed 3,455 3,139 , 90.9 12.5 
Farm Services 5,687 6,995 123.0 27.8 
Ag Chemicalm 6 Sprays 1,092 1,133 103.8 4.5' 
Fertilizer 2,109 2,226 105.5 8.8 
Interest 1,895 1,659 87.5 6.6 
Taxes 984 958 97.4 3.8 
Labor 905 976 107.8 3.9 
Fuels 8 Lubricants 845 859 101.7 3.4 
Farm Supplies 293 324 110.6 1.3 
Building L Fencing 395 402 101.8 1.6 
Farm 6 Land Improvements 149 161 108.1 .6 
Farm Rachinery 2,505 2,632 105.1 10.4 
Seedm 8 Plantm 982 1,111 113.1 4.4 
Trucks C Autos 377 380 100.8 1.5 
other Unallocated Expensem 809 247 30.5 1.0 
U.S. farm production expenditure8 totaled 8124.1 billion in 1989 , up 4.9 percent fran 8118.4 billion in 1988. 
Expenditures were higher for all major categoriem except farm and land improvements which decreased 6.3 percent and 
fuel which declined mlightly. Pam mervicem including rent , the largemt 1989 expenditure by farmer8 at 826.7 
billion, accounted for 22 percent of tbe Nation'8 production expenmem. Thim level warn 0.7 percent above 1988. reed 
expenlrem totaled 818.2 billion and accounted for 15 percent of the U.S. total. Average expenditures per farm wete 
$57,261, an increase of 82,305 fran lant year. 
Large farm (males of 8100,000 or greater) expenditure8 averaged 8298,589 and accounted for nearly 70 percent of the 
U.S. total. Purchasem of farm mex-hxtm, feed, livemtcck 8 poultry, and labor were major expenmem (nearly 60 percent 
of the total) for operationm'with sales of at learnt 8100,000. The large farmm accounted for more than one-half of 
the U.S. expenses for farm services, feed, livemtock 6 poultry, labor, taxes, interemt, fuels, farm 8 land 
improvmmentm, farm machinery, and needs. Redium-mimed farm (males of $40,000-$99,999) expenmem averaged 878,914 
for 1989 and contributed 15 percent of the 0.8. total. Small farm (sale8 lemm than 840,000) expenditures averaged 
$15,896 and accounted for 15 percent of the Nation*a production l xponmem. The three leading expenditure categoriem 
for both medium and 81~11 farma were farm mervicem, feed, and farm machinery. 
1989 EXPENDITURES ERCENT OF TOTAL FARM OUTLAY) 
- 1  .‘I 
. - 
‘., a, 
ILLINOIS FARM FINANCIAL CONl%TlON - 1989 
; 
;, 
Data frcm the i989 Fsrm Costs mnd a&urns Survey (FCRS) collected by state offices of the Mational Agricultural 
Statistics Service during ?abruary -#&arch 1990, verm used to ammemm financial conditioni. of farm operations. 
The follouing is a susmary of that data. 
Eleven percent of the Illinois farms surveyed in 1989 had sales uceeding 5250,000. 
themselves full-timm farmers. 
All theme operators considered 
classified as vulnerable. 
swe 68 peroent were in a favorable finmncial pomition with only seven percent 
livestock. Net cash 
Cash grains were the major cropm, 
incme averaged $94,000 per farm. 
although wu 25 percent specialized in sams typm of 
highest of the three mire groups, 
The debt/asset ratio of the largest farms (0.23) was the 
operations. 
but the return on assets was also highest , showing the profitability of the 
The rest of the State.8 farsu were about egually divided among medium and small mixes in termm of sales. 
medium-size faxma were only half the mire of the large farms in termm of acreage, 
The 
positive incapam in 1989. This ccapsrem with 46 percent of small farms. 
but 89 percent of them had 
Nearly half of the small farms were in 
the marginal in- position, meaning lar debt, but also negative net cash incopa. This situation on the mmall 
farms is further illustrated by the low debt/asset ratio (0.09) but also lw, and negative, return on assets (- 
0.01). 
The negative farm incanm of the small faxnmrm can be werccmte by off-farm employment. This is indeed what is 
occurring, as evidenced by the fact that only 27 percent of the operators in this category consider farming their 
principal occupation. Nonfarm inccrw for these operations is also the highest of any mite. 
The seven percent of farum in a vulnerable position ue very similar to those in a favorable position in terms of 
production specialty and acres operated. However, they are mostly part-time with lover males and higher expenses. 
A farm's financial condition was measured by jointly considering the net cash inccme position (positive or negative) 
and the amount of debt relative to assets (above or belw 0.40). ?armm with positive inccrmo and lw debt ue 
regarded am favorable, while those with both negative in- and high debt ue vulnerable. 
AveraLpe Cnwatina and Financial Characteristics for Illinois Tars Gnerations, 1969 
EconQlic class 
$250,000 8 S40,000- I Less than 
or more I $249,999 * $40,000 
rinancial nomition 
I 
Favorable : Vulnerable 
All farms *_ Pziazuq OEcugpticm f-‘ng 
Financial positions 
Favorable Msrginal in- 
marginal solvency 
Vulnerable 
Production specialtyr 
Cash grain Other crops Beef, hog, sheep 
Other livestock 
Percent 
10.68 43.50 45.82 
100.00 84.50 26.74 
67.95 76.74 42.97 
10.49 3.95 48.15 
14.80 11.73 2.92 
6.75 7.59 5.97 
67.47 73.76 47.44 
5.17 0.77 6.57 
14.38 15.72 37.94 
12.99 9.74 8.05 
Percent 
60.33 6.75 
66.36 28.48 
67.21 63.37 
2.19 1.57 
20.66 22.21 
9.34 12.85 
Acres ouned 
Acres operated 
Acres ner farm 
365 175 87 
1,055 503 114 
Acres wr farm 
184 119 
444 405 
Livestock sales + Crop sales (incl. net Ccc loans) + Governmentpaynsnts 
+ Other farm-related income 
= Gross cash inccae 
- Cash expenses - Farm operation 
net cash farm A 
Net J cash incasa 
' eluding contractors share 
Nonfarm income 
Total asmetm 
Total debt ' 
Dollars w r farm 
139,845 26,144 3,801 
176,607 60,985 5,767 
22,583 11,014 1,383 
31,813 5,148 2,669 
370,849 103,890 13,620 
211,324 72,290 14,586 
93,52.5 _ 31,600 -965 
95,370 33,921 -775 
19,856 16,896 26,491 
1,277*947 468,718 
289,462 
193,929 
77,755 17,443 
Dollars Dar farm 
35,387 22,745 
55,743 41.793 
9,084 9;697 
9,018 4,355 
109,231 78,590 
70,492 97,111 
38,740 -18,521 
Ratios* 
Debt/asset Return on assets 
,~ashmxpenses/gram inowe 
Interest/gross camh incme 
40,224 -18,521 
18,211 20,073 
479,689 336,384 
52,369 185,351 
gg& _ 
0.11 0.55 
0.06 -0.02 
0.65 1.24 
0.05 0.26 
Source: 1989 ?arm Costs and Returns Survey, USDA. 
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w 
0.23 0.17 0.09 
0.07 0.05 -0.01 0.75 
0.70 1.07 
? 
0.08 
0.08 0.14 
FERTILIZER STATISTICS I 
ALL E'RRTILIZER: Consumntion bv kinds. and conmumntion of nrimarv nutrients, Illinois, 1980-89 l/ 
I Direct anulication materials 2/ * Primarv nutrients 
Year * 8 Primary * Secondary t I : I 
ended : Mixed I nutrient * and t Total I N : Available I R20 June 30 I fertilizer ' materials * micro- : fertilizer I t P205 * : t I nutrients 2 I t t 
m 
1980 1,434,667 3,059,248 3,275 4,497,200 1,034,127 543,582 847,030 
1981 1,418,539 2,889,994 2,339 4,310,872 999,600 536,331 823,569 
1982 1,448,995 2,9x5,247 6,411 4,370,653 1,038,366 531,928 775,540 
1983 1,121,454 2,260,362 3,255 3,385,071 
:4,377,44.3 
778,712 424;771 632,417 
1984 1,345,509 3,027,642 4,292 l-055,585 503,917 787,199 
1985 1,319,955 2,807,439 2 4,127*394 1,027,507- 486,775 116,601 
1986 1,160,996 2,738,429. 4 .' 3,899,430 947,316 461,073 705,907 
1987 -927,663 2,453,680 0 3,381,342 840,968 373,744 617,903 
1988 983,090 2,740,8X7 0 3,723,970 938,457 393,680 693,498 
1989 955,533 2,629,469 0 3,585,002 952,242 383,663 622,376 
A/ Excludes liming materials. 2/ Excludes materials used in ccsusercial mixtures. 
DIRECT APPLICATION NITROGEN RATERIALS: Consumntion. Illinois, 1980-89 l/ 
Year : Ammonia : 
ended Ammonium Sodium * 
t 
2 ' Nitrogen * I : molutions * nitrate : Urea t other June 30 : Anhvdrous : Aaua t Nitrate z Sulfate t : I * 
Tons 
1980 708,860 0 63,861 7,253 660,170 1 143,969 20,880 
1981 707,795 251 70,766 6,235 595,065 1 109,863 11,536 
1982 685,432 0 58,420 4,085 774,160 0 111,566 16,346 
1983 505,611 6,749 51,887 2,442 523,821 1 106,808 1,975 
1984 618,766 4,514 56,174 4,564 792,491 0 166,496 4,588 
1985 706,202 5,702 44,751 6,647 731,444 36 111,803 14,028 
1986 606,705 5,926 45,543 5,959 628,502 36 211,344 14,527 
1987 558,109 0 26,334 4,522 590,461 '4 '154,990 39,747 
1988 623,145 1,280 35,827 8,530 614,886 5 175,546 21,341 
1989 645,704 776 35,105 9,027 658,644 15 179,338 16,335 
A/ Excludes materials used in ccmssercial mixtures. 
; 
.I 
DIRECT APPLICATION PHOSPHATE, POTASH. AND NATURAL ORGANIC MATERIALS: Consuuntion, Illinois, 1980-89 11 
Year ' Phosphate materials : Potash materials t 
ended ' Suneruhosuhates I Phosphate 3 Anrmonium 8 : Chlorides : I Natural 
June 30 :Grades 229 : Grades I rock I phosphates t Other I 501-62s : Other t organic8 
t and under : over 22% I 2/ r 3/ *t I I 9 rades I I 
Tons / .; < 
1980 1,565 269,854 0 0 13,156 1,159,604 . 5,535 4,550 '$ 
1981 2,172 232,544 0 60 1,084 1,136,593 7,029 3,000 $ 
1982 1,520 181,688 0 72 10,838 11062,622 5,998 . 2,500 G ,-' 
1983 1,834 154,149 0 8 5,142 885,829 6,916 6,584 2 t 
1984 162 182,644 0 4 32,393 1,090,331 8,654 5,861 -11 *.c$ 
1985 15 155,993 201 0 28,633 992,485 9,499 ' 2 :1‘ 
1986 19 157,511 129 0 31,267 1,018,807 12,184 4 
;q 
42 
1981 20 123,624 157 0 33,659 912,298 9,755 0 '$ aa 
r.* ‘4' 1988 12 102,474 NA NA 43,401 1,043,683 9,243 0 ': 
1989 12 80,079 NA NA 49,340 941,500 10,464 ,; 0 i" ; 1 :,I*2 
2 Excludes liming materials and all naterialm used in mixtures. 2/ Includes colloidal phosphate. z/ Total of 
11-48-b, 13-39-0, 16-20-0, 21-53-0, and 27-14-O grades. NA = Not Available. -" I 
_ l._-_ . .._._ _ q ."I_. . -. ,_ 1- .I^-- - _ ., ^-~I_ -- _l_l _. -... .,. I I._ _I. 1 _ ~ .I -j , 
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I <' 
.-  1 .  F E R T IL IZE R  s -s <  4 ‘ “._  
. .c.. 
PERTIL ISER U S E  O N  S O Y 1  MM.  C O R N  b D  N N S A T  A C R E A G E  ' k&S& ? '0 R  G R A IN. ILL IHOIS.  1 9 8 0 - 8 9  l/ 
"3X.  I I : A c r e 8  rece iv ing  rRa te  w r  ac re  rece iv inq  : A c r e 6  fert i l ized 2/  
iJ1-k 1  .'I * * I I II'.- x 1 "  I I I * At  o r  
Iear  I Acres  x F ie lds I A n y  * .-I * ; -iy; I I 'I At  o r  I * be fo re  
I p l an ted  I in  : fert i l-r N  I P 2 0 5  :- X 2 0  : N  : '2 O 5  * be fo re  t , zdyng  I a n d  _. ._-  _  I : survey : i rer  I I t s e e d i n u  I * af ter  - 
* * * I * .. I' * t I I * * s e e d i n q  
1 , 0 0 0  acres N u m b e r  -  -  P o u n d s  -  -  -  -  Pe rcen t  -  -  --- Percen t  -  -  -  +  .- 
1 9 8 0  9 , 4 0 0  1 6 9  2 4  8  1 9  2 1  2 0  
1 9 8 1  9 , 2 5 0  1 6 3  2 2  9  1 7  2 1  1 8  
1 9 8 2  9 , 2 5 0  1 7 2  1 8  5  1 4  1 8  2 0  
1 9 8 3  9 , 1 0 0  1 7 0  3 2  1 3  2 3  3 2  1 7  
1 9 8 4  9 , 2 0 0  1 6 8  2 4  9  * 1 7  2 2  3 1  
1 9 8 5  9 , 1 0 0  1 6 6  2 2  8  1 7  2 1  1 6  
1 9 8 6  9 , 2 0 0  . 1 8 2  2 3  9  1 7  2 2  1 4  
1 9 8 7  8 , 7 5 0  1 8 2  2 7  9  2 0  2 6  3 9 ' 
1 9 8 8  8 , 8 0 0  1 8 7  3 5  9  2 5  3 4  2 0 ' 
1 9 8 9  8 , 8 0 0  1 7 9  3 4  1 0  2 3  3 3  1 7 +  
1 9 8 0  1 1 , 7 0 0  2 3 3  9 8  9 8  9 3  9 0  1 4 7  
1 9 8 1  1 1 , 6 0 0  2 2 3  9 8  9 8  9 5  9 4  1 5 2  
1 9 8 2  1 1 , 7 0 0  2 1 8  9 9  9 9  9 4  9 4  1 5 3  
1 9 8 3  8 , 2 0 0  2 1 6  9 9  9 9  9 4  9 4  1 5 5  
1 9 8 4  1 1 , 2 0 0  2 2 9  9 9  9 9  9 9  9 0  1 4 8  
1 9 8 5  1 1 , 6 0 0  2 2 1  9 8  9 8  9 0  8 8  1 5 8  
1 9 8 6  1 0 , 6 0 0  2 3 9  9 7  9 7  8 6  8 2  1 5 6  
1 9 8 7  9 , 2 0 0  2 4 1  9 8  9 8  8 8  8 5  1 6 1  
1 9 8 8  9 , 9 0 0  2 4 0  1 0 0  1 0 0  8 9  8 9  1 6 3  
1 9 8 9  1 0 , 9 0 0  2 3 4  9 9  9 9  8 3  8 5  1 6 0  
1 9 8 0  1 , 6 0 0  8 1  9 8  9 5  9 5  8 2  6 9  
1 9 8 1  2 , 0 0 0  8 3  9 6  9 4  8 0  7 0  6 5  
1 9 8 2  1 , 6 0 0  8 2  8 8  8 7  7 8  7 2  8 2  
1 9 8 3  1 , 5 5 0  7 8  8 5  8 2  8 2  7 7  7 6  
1 9 8 4  1 , 8 0 0  8 2  9 2  8 9  8 4  7 8  7 4  
1 9 8 5  8 5 0  8 3  9 2  9 2  8 4  6 6  8 4  
1 9 8 6  1 , 3 0 0  7 9  8 7  8 7  7 7  6 5  7 2  
1 9 8 7  9 5 0  7 8  9 9  9 7  7 9  - 7 6  8 8  
1 9 8 8  1 , 2 2 0  6 4  9 9  9 8  9 2  8 0  9 8  
1 9 8 9  1 , 8 0 0  6 7  9 8  9 8  7 8  6 6  9 0  
.  .  .’ .~  
. ‘. 
7 3  
6 3  
6 6  
6 3  
6 2  
6 1  
4 5  
5 7  
6 7  
5 4  
8 3  
9 0  
8 5  
8 1  
8 7  
8 0  
7 9  
8 2  
8 7  
7 4  
8 1  
7 0  
8 2  
7 6  
7 5  
6 4  
8 0  
7 6  
7 9  
7 2  
\ 
9 7  1 0 0  
1 1 3  1 0 0  
9 6  9 7  
9 6  9 6  
9 9  1 0 0  
9 3  1 0 0  
8 8  1 0 0  
1 0 5  9 8  
1 0 1  1 0 0  
8 5  1 0 0  
0  
0  
3.  
4  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
0  
2  
0  
0  
1 1 1  7 4  1  2 5  
1 0 9  8 6  0  1 4  
1 1 2  7 7  1  2 2  
1 1 1  7 5  4  2 1  
1 1 7  7 6  2  2 2  
1 1 4  7 6  2  2 2  
1 0 5  7 9  1  2 0  
1 1 0  7 9  2  1 9  
1 0 9  7 8  1  2 1  
1 0 1  8 0  1  1 9  
6 4  2 8  6  6 6  
7 6  3 1  2 1  4 8  
8 6  3 3  1 3  5 4  
8 5  3 6  5  5 9  
8 6  3 9  8  5 3  
7 6  1 7  1 5  6 8  
9 2  3 3  1 2  5 5  
9 4  1 8  2 2  6 0  
9 5  1 8  5  7 7  
7 9  1 5  2 3  6 2  
I;/ Th in  fert i l izer in fomat ion  w a s  ob ta i ned  w h e n  in te rv iewing fa rm ope ra t o re  for  Ob jec t i ve  Y ie ld  Su rveys  
conduc ted  by  the  Agr icu l tu ra l  S tat iSt iCe Serv i ce  a n d  a r e  no t  off icial es t imate6  of  total  fert i l izer me.  
T h e  samp les  a r e  re lat ively ema l l  a n d  tha  da ta  a r e  sub jec t  to samp l i ng  f luctuat ion.  z/ P e r c e n t a g e 0  app l y  
to a c r e 8  rece iv ing  fe*i l izer, no t  to total  ac res  p lan ted .  
l Ind icates that  tbe  C V  fa greate r  t han  1 0  percent .  
Pe rcen tages  m a y  no t  a d d  d u e  to r ound ing .  
*_ : .( y rp  
.,,.,: 
1 2 3  
